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Ugh yeah, I saw…such an inaccurate article.

From: Kaur, Supinderjit <Kaur.Supinderjit@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 10:40 AM
To: Ketu, Rupika <Ketu.Rupika@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: FYSA: Article: 'Chicken or egg?' Nonprofit will take Superfund site if EPA agrees to
remediate it
FYI lol

From: Seppi, Pat <Seppi.Pat@epa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 9:35 AM
To: McBay, Stephen <Mcbay.Stephen@epa.gov>
Cc: Kaur, Supinderjit <Kaur.Supinderjit@epa.gov>; Fajardo, Juan <Fajardo.Juan@epa.gov>; Vaughn,
Stephanie <Vaughn.Stephanie@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: FYSA: Article: 'Chicken or egg?' Nonprofit will take Superfund site if EPA agrees to
remediate it
Thanks, Stephen. Sally Rubin from Great Swamp sent us the article yesterday.

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 5, 2022, at 9:31 AM, McBay, Stephen <Mcbay.Stephen@epa.gov> wrote:

﻿
Hi Rolling Knolls Team,
No action needed – just circulating a recent article from April 3 for
awareness.
Have a nice morning.
Respectfully,
Stephen
# # #

'Chicken or egg?' Nonprofit
will take Superfund site if EPA
agrees to remediate it

William Westhoven
Morristown Daily Record
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View Comments

As the Environmental Protection Agency continues to draft its proposal
for the remediation of a Superfund site in Chatham Township, a
"chicken or egg" dilemma has developed regarding future ownership and
use of the former landfill leaching toxins into the Great Swamp Wildlife
Refuge.

The Great Swamp Watershed Association is one of several local entities
ready to take ownership of the 170-acre Rolling Knolls site, which the
EPA placed on the Superfund program’s National Priorities List in
September 2003.

Most of it is owned by the private family Miele Trust, which through
attorney Damon Sepita stated a strong desire to give up the land in a
"nonmonetary" deal over to an entity that would open and preserve the
land for public passive recreation. All the trust asks for in exchange is
protection from liability in future natural resource damage claims.

"We have had those negotiations for years," Sepita said during a virtual
meeting of the Rolling Knolls Community Action Group on Tuesday. He
also said his clients' desire to stand by the spirit of a memorandum of
agreement between the trust, the association and other neighboring
landowners.

About 35 acres of the original Rolling Knolls site are owned by the
Department of the Interior and reside within the 7,700-acre Great
Swamp National Wildlife Refuge, managed by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. The Green Village Fire Department owns the
northeastern portion.

Sally Rubin, executive director of the nonprofit association, said the mix
of private and public owners complicates the deal. But a larger issue is
her belief that the EPA will choose a less-expensive remediation plan
that would require the site to still be fenced off and unavailable for
public recreation.



At a previous meeting, EPA attorney Juan Fajardo said he would like to
hear directly from the Miele Trust about their willingness to give up the
land. Sepita clearly expressed that desire during the meeting on Tuesday.
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Fuel your hometown passion and plug into the stories that define
it.
Create Account

But Fajardo said he still sees a signed memorandum of understanding
between the trust and the neighboring owners as "an aspirational
document" that "by itself has not been enough to change our expectation
of what that property will be used for, that it will remain in the condition
it is in and not open to the public."

"It's like the chicken or the egg," Rubin said. "Nobody is willing to take
the property unless it's cleaned up better and you're not willing to clean it
up better unless somebody's willing to take the property."

"Somebody has to pay to get this property cleaned up to a standard that
is beyond risk-based," Fajardo said. "The EPA selects remedies based on
the release of hazardous substances that pose a risk to human health or
the environment."

A portion of the site was used primarily as a municipal landfill from the
early 1930s to 1968 and received waste including household garbage,
construction and demolition debris, industrial waste, septic waste and
scrap metal.

In 2005, the EPA entered into a legal settlement that identified
potentially responsible parties for the toxins at the site, who agreed to
conduct and pay for an investigation of the site. The PRPs in the
agreement include Chevron, Nokia and Novartis.

A baseline human health risk assessment completed in 2014 identified
the primary risk drivers at the site are polychlorinated biphenyls, better
known as PCBs, a highly toxic chemical compound.
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After completion of the investigation, the agreement will include the
performance of a feasibility study that identifies and evaluates potential
cleanup alternatives to address contamination found at the site.

"If somebody wants to improve the property beyond that, we don't
oppose or prevent that," Fajardo said. "But we're not going to force
entities to do cleanups that improve the value of the property that do not
address the risks that the hazardous substances are posing."

Patricia Seppi, the EPA Community Involvement Coordinator for the
Rolling Hills site, said that the feasibility study is still being researched
and drafted. There is no deadline or timetable for the study to be
released, she said.

Once the study is published, there will be a 30-day public comment
period before the final remediation plan is selected. That period will
include a public meeting, Seppi said.

Rubin said that while the memorandum of understanding document did
not move the EPA needle, she is hoping new data obtained by watershed
researchers may help the EPA realize the contamination there requires
more aggressive remediation. That plan would include a clay cap and
topsoil cover, which would allow the land to be used by the public.

N.J. Superfund sites
New Jersey has the most Superfund sites of any state, 114 identified by the EPA as

contaminated with hazardous substances that threaten public health or the
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environment.

Morris County has 10 of those sites, more than 12 states. After initial
investigations, the EPA placed Rolling Knolls Landfill on the Superfund
program’s National Priorities List in September 2003.

Nationwide, approximately $4.7 billion has been spent on Superfund site
investigations and cleanups. Most of the money comes from a special
account funded by settlement payments with "potentially responsible
parties" believed to have caused the contamination.

More than $8.2 billion has been made available in special accounts
through the deposit of funds from PRP settlements, the EPA said.

Bug patrol:'Scrape these pests away': New Jersey braces for return of
spotted lanternfly

William Westhoven is a local reporter for DailyRecord.com. For
unlimited access to the most important news from your local community,
please subscribe or activate your digital account today.

Email: wwesthoven@dailyrecord.com Twitter: @wwesthoven

Stephen McBay
Public Information Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2
Public Affairs Office
290 Broadway – 26th Floor
New York, NY 10007
(212) 637-3672
mcbay.stephen@epa.gov

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyrecord.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2021%2F04%2F19%2Fmorris-county-great-swamp-threatened-10-superfund-sites%2F7234282002%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSeppi.Pat%40epa.gov%7Cfbe189c824714eae764108da17089638%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637847622889240397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=p91uqhnWTgnCD3Lah49Re9unn0hSCjUItSG9%2FxMN%2FbY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyrecord.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2022%2F04%2F01%2Fspotted-lanternfly-nj-eggs-mass-what-to-do%2F7215932001%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSeppi.Pat%40epa.gov%7Cfbe189c824714eae764108da17089638%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637847622889240397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Ul5pNtRrgjMk3quX3uK1hLQmWaqe%2FPU0Pv0JXcIZXTo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailyrecord.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2022%2F04%2F01%2Fspotted-lanternfly-nj-eggs-mass-what-to-do%2F7215932001%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSeppi.Pat%40epa.gov%7Cfbe189c824714eae764108da17089638%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637847622889240397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Ul5pNtRrgjMk3quX3uK1hLQmWaqe%2FPU0Pv0JXcIZXTo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcm.dailyrecord.com%2Fspecialoffer%2F%3Fgps-source%3DCPNAVBARBBB%26utm_medium%3DONSITE%26utm_campaign%3D2019SLJP10%26utm_content%3DCPNAVBARBBB%26utm_source%3DCPNAVBARBBB%26onSuccessRedirectURL%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.dailyrecord.com%252F&data=04%7C01%7CSeppi.Pat%40epa.gov%7Cfbe189c824714eae764108da17089638%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637847622889240397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZjxPshlW8WVc4%2FY%2B4U7lQ3CHS8IdO9nqiN%2B1aIWNHuM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:wwesthoven@gannettnj.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fwwesthoven%3Fs%3D17&data=04%7C01%7CSeppi.Pat%40epa.gov%7Cfbe189c824714eae764108da17089638%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C637847622889240397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=dgK90duc8Y%2BAOTfMcpC4lP%2F1ZL2SmXEOI773RiNC%2Fsc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mcbay.stephen@epa.gov

